Vasodilatory active principles of Sophora flavescens root.
Flavanones vexibinol and kurarinone were isolated from an ethyl acetate extract of Sphora flavescens roots and assayed using isolated rabbit and rat thoracic aorta helical strips. These compounds inhibited KCl and norepinephrine maximum contractions in a concentration-dependent manner in the rat but only KCl contractions in the rabbit. Vexibinol and kurarinone weakly inhibited histamine- and serotonin-induced contractions in the rabbit. The results suggest that these flavanones may inhibit Ca2+ influx through a voltage-dependent Ca2+ channel.